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    In this issue:  
  K e e p i ng  K in d e rg a rt e n s  S t r on g  

  W h a t  C a n  F a m i l i e s  D o  t o  H e l p?  

  B o a r d  

  Y M e n  w i n  A w a r d  

  W h ā na u  C o nt r i b u ti o ns  

  H a p p en i ng s  a t  K i nd e rg a rt en s  
 

Hello  -  Kia Ora -  Talofa lava -  
Kia Orana - Fakaalofa lahi atu -  
Malo e lelei - Malo ni - Talofa -  
Ni Sa Bula Vinaka - Ming la ba -  
Hola - la Orana - Halo ola keta -  

Mauri - Sabaidee - Namaste 

FAMILIES ARE OUR GREATEST RESOURCE- WHAT CAN FAMILIES  DO TO HELP? 

Late last year Whānau Manaaki kindergartens underwent a 
restructuring project - Keeping Kindergartens Strong - to ensure 
our long term viability with continuing government funding 
cuts.  
 
To increase revenue, many of our kindergartens moved to 
longer hours, with most now operating with five six hour days.  
This is an adjustment for our children, and we understand that.   
As far as possible we have tried to meet the requirements of 
individual families with transition arrangements.    
 
 

We have also moved to save on staffing costs, with many of our 
teachers moving to part-time positions.  In almost all cases we 
were able to do this on a voluntary basis, working with each 
teaching team. We appreciate those teachers who volunteered 
to work part-time, and those who offered to move to another 
kindergarten to make this work.  Many teachers are making 
changes to the way they work to manage with the reduced 
teacher non contact hours.   
 
We thank families for their co-operation and understanding 

over this difficult period.  

KEEPING KINDERGARTENS STRONG 

Many parents contacted us when the restructuring was announced 
to express their support for kindergarten.  It is really important to 
us to keep offering a high quality service with qualified teachers, 
but it is increasingly challenging when the government does not 
fund 100% qualified teachers in regulated positions.  Kindergartens 
have been serving our communities since 1905, and we want to 
keep doing so well into the future. However, delivering our service 
costs money, and our funding per child per hour is less than it was 
in 2008.  

We want to make sure everyone knows about the importance of 
early childhood education, and about funding it properly so that all 
children can afford to attend.  We are planning to publicise the 
issues and to lobby MPs from all parties about the importance of 
early education for your children.  But we need your help, and from 
next term we will suggest ways you can be involved in speaking up 
on behalf of our children.  

WHĀNAU CONTRIBUTION ARE IMPORTANT - THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Families, caregivers and community members help 
Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens in many ways.  As the 
term ends we know many of you will be helping with 
cleaning and taking home washing, or caring for pets.   But 
we can’t emphasise the difference made by making a 
Whānau Contribution.  The suggested amount (50c per 

hour) and the flexibility (any amount is welcome) is 
because we want it to be affordable.  Our hope is that you 
value your kindergarten and understand that we are trying 
to protect our affordable service.  No amount is too small!  
Thank you to those that are making contributions this 
term. 

BOARD 

Long standing board member Amber Donaldson has stepped 
down to pursue new career opportunities. Amber’s children 
attended Upper Hutt Kindergarten and Amber was a key member 
of the Rimutaka Board  during the time of the  merger with 
Wellington Kindergartens.  Deputy Chief Executive Jane Braun 
says she played a pivotal role in the successful merger of the two 
organisations.  “She was really passionate – she had real foresight 
about how kindergartens need to adapt to survive for 
generations to come.”   We wish Amber well in her new 
endeavours.    



YMEN WIN AWARD 

Playdough recipe  

 2 cups flour  

 2 tablespoons vegetable oil 

 1/2 cup salt 

 2 tablespoons cream of tartar 

 Food colouring (optional)  

 1  ½  cups of boiling water  
 

Mix the first four ingredients together, then add the boiling water 

slowly, stirring all the time until you get the right consistency.  Will 

keep for a few weeks in the fridge.  

IDEAS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Want some ideas for free and cheap 
things to do over the holidays? Here’s a 
link to a Ministry publication which is full 
of ideas for fun and learning over the 
break.  
http://www.education.govt.nz/assets/

Documents/Early-Childhood/Play-ideas/

Play-ideas-complete-collection.pdf 

Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens has been recognised by the national early 
childhood men’s organisation, ECMENZ, for its contribution in promoting men as 
early childhood teachers.  
 
Teachers Norton Harrison, Sam Hosking and Liam Murphy attended  the men’s 
annual hui in Tauranga this month to receive the Adam Buckingham Award on 
behalf of Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens.  
 
The men were part of the Y-men programme, which places unemployed young 
men alongside qualified teachers in kindergartens for a six month placement.  
After that experience, they went on to train as early childhood teachers and now 
all three have jobs teaching in kindergartens.  Four men are still studying 
following on from the Ymen programme.  
 
Norton, who now teaches at Matariki Kindergarten in Upper Hutt, says it’s 
good for Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens to be recognised for its support 
for the men, and it was great to have the opportunity to go to the hui in 
Tauranga.  

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT KINDERGARTEN? 

MOIRA GALLAGHER 
Tamariki sporting their moko. 

CARTERTON 
Children enjoying fantastic learning 
opportunities with their new canals. 

HARVEST TIME AT KAHURANGI 
Sisters Meila and Carah Hart harvesting grapes. 

Every child deserves a champion - an adult who will  
never give up on them, who understands  

the power of connection and insists  
that they become the best that they can possibly be. 

    Rita Pierson 
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