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  E d u ca ti o n  R ev i e w  O ffi c e  

  N ew  A s s o c i a ti o n  

  Q ua l ifi e d  T e a c h er s  

  F u n d ing  S q u e ez e  

  W h a na u  C o nt r i b u ti o ns  

  A r o h a n u i  K i nd e rg a rt en  
 
 
 

Hello  -  Kia Ora -  Talofa lava -  
Kia Orana - Fakaalofa lahi atu -  
Malo e lelei - Malo ni - Talofa -  
Ni Sa Bula Vinaka - Ming la ba -  
Hola - la Orana - Halo ola keta -  

Mauri - Sabaidee - Namaste 

NEW ASSOCIATION 

ERO VISITS 

Last year we came together in August as Whānau Manaaki o Tararua Kindergartens, 
and now after nearly a year the new organisation is developing well, as we come to-
gether.  
 
We now have 85 kindergartens and three home-based networks, with our services 
stretching from Levin in the north to Owhiro Bay in the south and to Masterton in the 
east.  
 
While what happens in kindergartens every day has not changed, behind the scenes 
we are working to make our organisation stronger administratively, and to continue to 
publicly advocate for children and for high quality education.  

 
The Education Review Office (ERO) has reviewed 40 of our kin-
dergartens this term and has found them all to be ‘well placed’ 
or ‘very well-placed’ to provide quality education for children.   
ERO is the government agency that visits all services. In most 
cases it has suggested some things for our kindergartens to work 
on and we have already started on this.  
 
Some of the comments from ERO include:  
 

 “Kaiako use a wide range of very effective teaching practices. 

These include rich conversations that affirm children’s ideas, 

make connections with home and prior learning, and encourage 

tamariki to think and problem solve.” 

 “Interactions are unhurried and relaxed.”  

 “Flexible routines enable kaiako to meet children’s preferences, 

interests and needs well.” 

 “The language, culture, and identity of tamariki are celebrated 

and promoted.”  

 “ERO saw many examples of tuakana teina relationships where 

older children were helping younger children.”  

 “Self-help skills and independence are encouraged.” 

 “Children with additional learning and teaching needs are well 

supported in the inclusive programme.” 

More of our kindergartens will be reviewed in Term 1 and 2 next 

year.  Thanks to all those families who supported our teachers 

during the review process.  



100%  QUALIFIED TEACHERS 

WHĀNAU CONTRIBUTIONS ARE IMPORTANT - THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

FUNDING SQUEEZE CONTINUES 

AROHANUI KINDERGARTEN 

Kindergarten is a strong advocate for qualified teachers.  A liter-
ature survey undertaken by New Zealand Kindergartens found 
positive outcomes for children and families participating in early 
childhood provision depended on the following features: the 
quality of staff-child interactions, the learning resources availa-
ble, programmes that engage children, and a supportive envi-
ronment for children to work together.  
 
We continue to provide 100 per cent qualified teachers despite 
government funding cuts in 2011 which mean we are only 
funded for 80 per cent of teachers to be qualified.  

The recent budget gave no increase in the basic funding rate 
and no increase for the 20 hours for three and four year olds. 
This marks the fifth year in a row without adjustment for infla-
tion, after a substantial cut to funding in the 2010 budget and 
means kindergarten budgets are tighter than even. We are com-
mitted to providing quality education that is affordable for all 
families but we continue to struggle to do this.  

Families, caregivers and community members help Whānau 
Manaaki Kindergartens in many ways.  As the term ends we 
know many of you will be helping with cleaning and taking 
home washing, or caring for pets.   But we can’t emphasise 
the difference made by making a Whānau Contribution.   

The suggested amount (50c per hour) and the flexibility 
around what whānau contribute is designed to be affordable.  
Our hope is that you value your kindergarten and understand 
the importance of what we are trying to protect.  No amount 
is too small!  Thank you to those that are making contribu-
tions this term. 

Arohanui Kindergarten at Waiopehu College, the kindergarten 

that caters for teen parents and their families,   has won an 

award for its design.  Here’s what the Institute of Architects had 

to say:  

A vibrant and well detailed project creates a wonderful envi-

ronment for parents and children alike.  A simple structure is 

articulated along its front face, opening up onto a deck and 

garden area.  An appropriate scale and fit-out aesthetic for 

parents and children defines the different spaces. The architect 

has really enhanced the environment of a building which pro-

vides such a great social service.  

High quality learning experiences occur for children 
when qualified teachers, parents, whānau, and  
community use their skills, knowledge and 
experience to work together to support children’s  
learning.  


